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MOCK TRIAL COMPETITIONS AT USD, FEBRUARY 10 
Student teams from Kearny and Valhalla High Schools will be com-
peting in the final round of Mock Trial Competitions on February 10 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the University of San Diego School of Law 
Grace Courtroom. 
Locally, the Mock Trial Competition is sponsored by the San Diego 
County Bar Foundation and the San Diego School District. The winner 
of the contest at USD will determine San Diego County's representative 
in the state finals. 
Since late October, some 800-1500 high school students statewide 
have been competing in regional elimination rounds to determine parti-
cipants in the three final state contests of the annual California 
State Mock Trial Competition held in Sacramento sponsored by the 
Constitutional Rights Foundation and the Los Angeles and Sacramento 
Bar Associations. 
The Mock Trial is designed to demystify the workings of our legal 
institutions as the student teams study a hypothetical case, do legal 
research, and are coached by volunteer attorneys in courtroom pro-
cedure and trial preparation . The trial at USD will be a simulation of 
a criminal case with students of the 16-member teams taking the roles 
of prosecution and defense attorneys, witnesses, clerk or bailiff. 
Until a week prior to the competition, the teams do not know if they 
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will represent the prosecution or defense, making it necessary for 
them to prepare cases for both sides. 
In addition to providing the courtroom setting for the competition, 
USD Law School faculty and students serve as judges and advisors, 
respectively. Professors John Minan and Alen Snyder who are coordin-
ating the Law School's participation explain, "Although the primary 
purpose of the University of San Diego School of Law is to provide 
students with a sound and ethical legal education, the University is 
also committed to serving a creative role in the community. These two 
purposes are joined by the participation of law students and faculty 
( as advisors to area high school students preparing for the final 
competition of the California State Mock Trial Competition." 
In addition to competing for the State championship, the winning 
San Diego county team will tour the Capitol and have the opportunity 
to meet with their legislators. The final competition will be held 
in McGeorge Law School Courtroomo ·, 
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